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Appl. No. 10/760,561 

Amdt. Dated November 28, 2005 

Reply to Office Communication dated November 16, 2005 

In the Specification: 


On Page Nos. 13 - 14, from Line No. 18 (Page No. 13) through Line No. 6 (Page 
No. 14), please amend the paragraph there appearing to read, as follows: 

"It should be noted that longitudinally-aligned ribs 24 preferably have a 
substantially uniform latitudinal distance therebetween and that latitudinally -aligned ribs 
25 have a substantially uniform longitudinal distance therebetween. In this regard, the 
preferred latitudinal distance ranges from a dimension greater than zero (0) to about 5 
millimeters (mm) and the preferred longitudinal distance ranges from a dimension greater 
than zero (0) to about 1.75 mm. The resulting water-receiving apertures thus function to 
keep debris with structural dimensions larger than those here specified from entering the 
gutter. It will be recalled that Leafscreener brand water-accepting grids or screens 
have proven to be highly effective for keeping debris from entering gutter systems. 
However, the water-receiving apertures so defined by longitudinally-aligned ribs 24 and 
latitudinally-aligned ribs 25 are so dimensioned so as to also enable gravity-defying 
water films to form. It will thus he noted that the longitudinal lv-ali gned ribs nreferahly 
have a substantially uniform latitudinal distance therebetween and the latitudinal lv- 
aligned ribs preferably have a substantial l y uniform longitudinal distance therebetween. 
the latitudinal distance ranging from a di m ension greater than 0 millimeters to about 5 
millimeters and the longitudinal distance ra n ging from a dimension greater than 0 
millimeters to about 1.75 millimeters. Togeth er, the longitudinal and latitudinal distances 
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function to enhance (water) film i hrmahf lit v and dehris fijtajng adjacent the gutter 
screen." 


On Page No. 25, at Line No. 1, please insert certain antecedent claim-supporting 
language, as follows: 

" It will thus be understood that the present inventio n inherently teaches a gutter 
system for minimizing water runoff and debri s collection adjac ent an outfitted roof 
border region, which system co mprises a gutter, a gutter screen , and a gutter screen 
termination trim. The gutter co mpris es a roof -engaging nnrtinn and a substantially 
horizontal gutter rim portion. The gutter rim p or tion comp rises an inner rim edge and an 
outer rim edge. The roof-engaging portion is affixed adiarent the roof border r^ ^n , the 
outfitting the roof border region. 

The gutter screen comprises a roof-engaging e d ge, a gutter-engaging edge, two 
latitudinally-opposed screen edges, a plurali t y of longitudinallv-aligned ribs extending 
from the roof-engaging edge to the g utter -engaging edge, and a p lurali ty of latitudinallv- 
aligned ribs extending i ntermediate the latitudinally-opposed screen edges. The 
longitudinally-aligned ribs intersect the latitudinallv-aliened ribs to form a series of 
intersection points all of which define a substantially planar water-accenting grid. 

The gutter screen termination trim compris es a vertically planar first breaker edge. 
a vertically planar second breaker e dge, a select positioning breaker edge, a select 
tension-breaking breake r edge, and a horizontally planar screen-receiving region 
intermediate the first and second bre aker edges The select breaker edges are each 
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selected from the grou p consisting of the first and second breaker edges. Tn other words, 
the trim is upendable or reversible. Tn any event, howeve r, the first and sr.™* hmV„ 
edges are coplanar. The screen-receiving re<rir, n comprises an edge-receivinp fnlH 
comprising a substantiall y U-shap e d ed ge and two snhst^tiallv parallel ed g^n pa p,w 
regions. The edge-rer^iving fold receives the gutter-en ^fdng edge and th,,s 8a n^Vh« 
the gutter-engaging edge in termediate the edge-engag i ng regions. 

The roof-engaging edge is also affix ed adjacent the roof border region and the 
edge-receiving fold and gutter-engaging edge are affi x ed in sunerior adjacency to the 
gutter rim portion. The select positioning brea k er edge extends downwardly snnply 
a djacent the inner rim edge and thus, the U-shap e d edge is sp atiall y located in sup erior 
adjacency to the outer rim edge. The select tensi o n-breaking breaker edge extends 
Upwardly opposite the select positioning breaker ed ge for brenlrinp the water surface 
tension of a water film formed upon the gutter scr e en thus allowin g water to permeate 
through the water-acce pting grid into the gutter- 
Understood from an alternative per spective, the p resent invention discloses a 
gutter screen termination trim usable i n combination with a gutter assembly of the typ e 
previously specified for min imizing water runoff and debris collection adjacent an 
outfitted roof border region. In this re gard, it will be noted that the gutter screen 
termination trim is usabl e in combination with the gutter rim portion. The gutter rim 
portion comprises an inner rim edge a nd an outer rim edge, which outer rim edg e 
inherentl y comprises an (outer) edge plane. The select positioning breaker edge is 
designed for positioned placement in s nug adjacency to the inner rim edge and the U- 
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shaped edge is dgag ngd for fix ed placemen t in sunerw afegncy to the outer rim edge 
the edge plane being substantially tangent to the (J-shaned ed ffR " 


5 of 42 


PAGE 9/46 • RCVD AT 11/28/2003 2:24:10 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * 8VR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/29 * DNI6:2738300 • C8ID: 84738 25478 " DURATION (mm-ss):15-12 


